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Technology Becomes Most Popular Homework Excuse 

School children no longer ,·cly on 1mditiom,I excuses such as "the dog ate my homework." preforring more 
modcrn varíations sucf, as "my computcr crnshed". 

A stu<ly of pupi ls and teacbers found ex<,;use,5 such as "I spilt my dinncr on i('' and "J droppe<I it on the way 
to sch~>ol·' are a thing of the past. Modera children are more l ikely to claim "I finishcd my homework. but deleted 
it by accident," ·'1he internet was down" or "my primer broke". 

The study also found the average 1eacher hears ilt least cwenty diffcrenc homework excuses a week. Claire 
G¡tll>ois-A lcaix of Mozy, says," Tcclmology and compuling have changed ch,i w;,y we conduct every aspecc of 

our lives. Ou,· research has discovcred ch,-,c many UK schoolchi ldren are using ccchnological errors as excuses 
wiU1 their teachers.'· 

"But i t's not always a fabrlcation chough . f'm ~un, all of us have experiencecl the panic of losing clocuments 

as a result of a computer virus, accidental deJetion 01' cvcn spilling a drink onto a compmer and causing a 
catastrophic crash .", she added. 

In the list of top ten modero day excuses eight are technology-related. Among thcm was ' I finished my 

homewort but was unable to savc it," " rny printer tan out of ink" and "my house was burgled and rny computer 
was stolcn:1 

The repon :,lso found that eighc: ouc of ten pupils cegularly atternpt to pull U\e wool over teachcrs· eyes by 
blaming modern gadgets that older sraff rnembers don't underst.and. And according 10 the study,78 per cene of 
pupils are now submiuing sch(>0l work typed on the compucer. 

Adapted from che Daily Telegraph 8'" Scptember 2010. 

Question 1: [2 POINTS] lndicat.c whether the folfowing statcment~ are true or false ·and wri te down which part 
of t he text justifies ycJur answer. 

a) Modern children use 11le same excuses as children did iu che past. 
b) Using technological crrors asan excuse is always a lie . 

e) Eight ouc of ccn. students never use l<x;hnological err()rs as excuses with thei ,· tcachcrs . 
d) Nowadays most homework is cyped on the computcr. 

Question 2: 12 "Cl,,Ts] Answer the following questions in your own wor<ls according to che cexc. 
a) What tmdi tional excuses do children givc to teachers? 
b) \1v'hat modem excüt,C:$ <lo childrcn gi \.'C ro teache,rs'! 

Question 3: [ l . 5 'Cl'-TS] Find wo.rds or phrases in che tcx1. e hac correspond to che words and detin i tioos gi ven. 
a) To depend (paragr;,ph 1). 
b) Ordinary (paragraph 3). 
e) To cry (paragraph 6). 

Question 4; f 1,5 r:::1'-!TSJ Complete tite following sentenccs without cha11ging the meaning. 
a) Fred said to the policeman, "What rime d<> the shops cfosc today? ." 

t·rcd asked the pol.iccman ........ ......................... ........................................ ....... .. 
b) ft was said titar sorne ghosts inhabil this paface. 

Some gh<>s1s .................. .................... _ ............................................................... . 
e) We mi$&ed the e rain . lt had an accident. 

lf the trnin ..... ... ...... ......................................... .................................................. .. 

Question 5: (3 >CINTSj Wri te a shúrt cssay (about l20· 150 words) on thc fol lowing topic: 
- 1s ic aJways riglu to tell !he truch'/ 
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China to Create Largest Mega-City in the World with 42 Million People 

China is planning to crca1.,~ lhe world's biggesc mega-city by merging, ni ne cities Hwt Jie around the Pearl 
River Delta to creare a mctropolis twice the size of \Vales with a population of 42 mi Ilion people. 

The new mega-city wiU cover a large part of China's manufacturing hearllaud wiLh lm express rnil line 
liu~ir\g il with nearby Hong Koug. 'The idea is that when che cilies are incegrated, the residen!,; can 1nwel ,u·otmd 
rrcely a.od use the healch carc and 01her facilities in the diffcrern acéas," said Ma Xiangming, lhc chief planner. "ll 
will not be like Greater London or Greater 1bkyo hecause therc is no one city at the hean of lhis megalopolis. so 
wc cannot j usl name ic after onc of the existing cities ." 

Mr. Ma addecl that resiclcnts would be able to use univc:rnil raíl cards and buy annual t.ickcts to allow them to 
commute around the mega-city. This would help spread indumy all(I jobs more even(y across the region and 
pnblic services would also be spread rnore fairly. 

Twenty-nine mil Jines will be added, cutting rai l _journeys a.ouml the urban aJ'ea to a maximmn of one hour 
betwccn different city cencers. A.ccording to planners. phonc bilis will also fall and hospirals and scbools will be 
impwve<l . Pollution. a key ¡iroblcm in the Pearl River Delta bccause of irs industrializacio,1, will also be addressed 
with a united policy, as will tite ¡>rice of petrol and eleccricity. 

Thc pwcess of merging the Bohai region has already hegun witb the connection of Beijing to Tianjing by a 
high spccd railway that provides an axis around which t(, creare a nctwork of cities. 

Adaptcd rrom Daily Telegraplt Febrnary 201 l. 

Question 1: 12 ?01,TS) lndicate whether che following statements are 1rw (lt false mid Wl'ice dowu which p<1rt 
of the texc justifies your an~wet. 

a) Nine cities are going co be integrnted to makc onc hoge city. 
b) Trips by trnin in the .rnctalopolis will be múl'e than onc hour. 
e) Telepbone calls will cost less whcn tite megalopolis is complctcd. 
d) Pollu1io11 is nota major prohlem in the Pearl River Delta. 

Question 2: /2 ~81'-'TS) Answer thc following <¡uestions io your own words according w the Lexl . 

11) Whac bcncfi L~ will residents receivc w hcn the megalopol is is complered? 
b) l low wi ll the change affect employmcnt and public amenit.ics?(facilities) 

Question 3: 1'1 . .5 "Cl'-lS) Fi11d words or phrases in the text that correspond to che words mul definitions givcn. 
a) To cmrnect (paragraph 2). 

b) To travel regularly a distance between work and home (paragraph '.\). 
e) To unify (paragraph 4). 

Question 4: [ 1.5 ~81'CTS) Complct,~ thc following sente11ces without d1anging the mcaning. 
¡1) \Ve saiú to rvtary~ "Are you going ollt túni ght?'1 

We askcd Ma1·y i.f ............................................................................................. .. 
b) They' II ask you lots of questions. 

You ......................................................................... , ............................................ . 
e) Maggie was in 1he garden. Her dinner l)urnL 

lf Maggie .......................................................................................................... .. 

Question 5: (3 POINTS] Write a $hort essay (about 120-150 words) on the followiug topic: 
- Is tbe world ovcr-populatecl'! Why? / Why not? Give i:easons. 


